
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
1 Peter 1:18-20     2:9,10  – You know that it was not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed from the empty way of 
life handed down to you from your forefathers,  
but with the precious blood of Christ, a 
lamb without blemish or defect.  He was chosen 
before the creation of the world, but was revealed 
in these last times for your sake.  Through him you 
believe in God, who raised him from the dead and 
glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 
God… 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you 
may declare the praises of him who called you out 
of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were 
not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.  
 

  “Why do they do that?”  Sometimes it’s just 
plain silly to ask the question. 

 I don’t know many people who 
question birds.  I don’t know any-
one who has walked down the 
sidewalk, heard the birds singing 
their songs in the trees, and called 
out to them, “Why are you doing 
that?  Why are you singing like a 
bird?”  The answer is obvious: They 
are birds. 

 I have never heard of anyone going 
up to a taxi driver and asking them, 
“Why do you have a car?  And why 
do you drive it?”  Strange looks 
would immediately be given!  The 
answer is obvious: They’re a taxi 
driver. 

 I don’t know anyone who has asked 
a rabid Seahawk fan, “Why did you 
watch the game on Sunday?  Why 
would you do that?”  The answer is 
obvious: Fans watch games.  

Today we’re beginning a new 4-week 
sermon series called “The Grace of Giving.”  
This stewardship series will focus our thoughts 
on physical things.  We will be examining the 
way our Lord has blessed us with material 
things and learn what a Christian’s attitude is 
toward them.  As we start this series today, 
we’re going to ask the question I posed before:  
Why do they do that?  Some people might 
wonder things about Christians:  

 Why do they feel like they do about 
money and material things?   

 And why would they give away some of 
their material things when they don’t 
have to?   

Why do they do that?  To answer that 
question this morning, we’re going to talk about 
IDENTITY. The Word of God is going to show us 
the answers today, and teach us that “Giving 
Reveals our Identity.”    

Today we will focus on the second Scripture 
lesson in our service from 1 Timothy.  You will 
notice that as God speaks to us there, he 
describes our life and condition in financial 
terms!  This will serve us well as we examine 
our own view of money and material things.       

1. Broke! 
Our reading began by telling us, “You were 

redeemed from the empty way of life handed 
down to you from your forefathers.”  The word 
“empty” is a word worth exploring a bit.  It 
means something is being done that: 

 Is not being effective 

 Is not productive 

 Is therefore pointless 

 Is futile 

 Doesn’t profit anything 
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 Is worthless  
An illustration I think of is realizing you have 

driven in a circle.  Have you ever been finding 
your way through a community or neighbor-
hood that’s new to you and found out that you 
are passing the same houses and businesses?  
You’re driving in a circle!  If you’re trying to go 
somewhere in the car, that’s not productive.  
It’s ineffective and useless.  It doesn’t profit a 
thing.  It’s worthless.  

How does this apply to life?  If life here and 
now is supposed to be all that there is and 
produce satisfying, lasting effects and rewards, 
it will prove to be “empty” and worthless.   Our 
world and our own existence have been ruined.  
When sin entered the world through our first 
parents, Adam and Eve, mankind’s existence 
and this world were subjected to decay, sorrow, 
destruction, death, and frustration.  Everything 
breaks, everything dies, everything fades away, 
things do not last forever. Everything leads to 
the grave. (Read a bit in the book of Ecclesiastes 
this week if you want more perspective on that)     

In fact, we could say that in our own 
personal standing before God we are “broke.”  
Have you ever been broke?  I mean really 
broke!  Maybe there was a time when you were 
in college, when you were just flat broke.  
Maybe it was a time when you and your wife 
were just starting out; or you were opening a 
new business; or changing occupations; or 
moving.  But that doesn’t even compare to the 
empty, futile standing that we have before the 
Lord.  Our sins weigh us down.  And they 
separated us from our holy God. 

We were broke! 

2. Paid! 
But let’s read on!  Our reading puts this dire 

news in this context: “You know that it was not 
with perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed… but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 
defect.  He was chosen before the creation of 
the world, but was revealed in these last 
times for your sake.  Through him you believe in 
God, who raised him from the dead and 
glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 
God.” 

After reading about our destitute condition, 
we hear about God’s actions.  He redeemed us!  
Literally, it says that he paid a ransom for us.  
You know the situations in which ransoms must 
be paid. Urgent situations. Emergency 
situations.  Situations that involve danger to 
someone’s wellbeing.  A situation where death 
might even occur because of evil plans.  God 
paid an urgent price for us when we were in 
danger of condemnation and eternal punish-
ment in hell because of our sins.     

What was the price?  It was not something 
perishable that decays.  It was not silver or gold.  
When you first read those words, they might 
sound like they are a mistake.  Not something 
that is perishable, which decays…. like silver or 
gold?  If I were to pick something that is 
valuable and does not decay, but rather retains 
its value, I think I’d pick silver or gold!  Wouldn’t 
you?  Silver and gold last!  Silver and gold are 
valuable!  But they don’t even compare with 
what God used to pay for you. 

As I thought about this text this week, I 
wondered what the highest ransoms ever paid 
have been.  There have been some high ones 
recently: 

 In 1997 a man named Walter Kwok was 
kidnapped by a notorious Chinese 
gangster.  Kwok was the son of one of 
China’s wealthiest businessmen.  There-
fore, the ransom paid by his father 
amounted to $110 million by today’s 
standard, and he was set free.  

 A year earlier, the same Chinese 
gangster had netted the second largest 
ransom in history, kidnapping the son – 
Victor Li – of a different wealthy 
businessman.  The ransom for Li to be 
freed amounted to $201 million in 
today’s market.  

 But those are not the highest.  The 
highest ransom ever recorded was paid 
in 1974 in Argentina, when two wealthy 
(adult) brothers who were business 
partners were kidnapped.  They sub-
sequently paid their captors $303 
million for their release. 

 



But that’s just silver and gold.  They don’t 
compare to what God paid for you.  He paid for 
you with the blood of his own Son, Jesus Christ.  
He paid for you with the Lamb of God.  The 
lamb was the animal of choice for sacrifices in 
the Old Testament.  Old Testament believers 
were required to offer perfect, year-old, 
unblemished lambs that were not crippled.  
Jesus, the true Lamb of God, was unspotted and 
unblemished as well.  He was the holy, innocent 
Son of God.  He was perfect and blameless.  And 
he shed his costly lifeblood on the cross as a 
sacrifice for your sin and the sin of the world.  
He paid with his own life, to save you from a 
futile existence and from eternal destruction. 

Although this forgiveness is free, it was not 
cheap. 

3. Transformed! 
Our reading from 1 Peter concluded by 

reflecting on the IDENTITY that we now have in 
God’s sight because of Christ: “You are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare 
the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you 
were not a people, but now you are the people 
of God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy.” 

Did you catch all of the unique descriptions 
that this reading calls you? 

 Chosen people 

 Holy nation 

 Royal priesthood 

 People that belong 
You!  And me!  Priests!  Chosen! 

And Scripture has many other terms that it 
uses to describe God’s believers: 

 Kings 

 Saints 

 A bride 

 Children 

 Heirs 
All because you are “paid up.”   

This changes everything.   The change of our 
IDENTITY makes a monumental change in our 
lives, as the great Giver imbues his children with 
the same spirit of giving.  We now look to be 
givers as we seek opportunities to serve our 
neighbor, to help those in need, and to let our 

Christian light shine.  This change also takes 
place in our attitude toward money and 
material things.  It was illustrated well in our 
Gospel Reading today, the account of 
Zacchaeus.  Did you listen to the transformation 
in his life?  Jesus called him down from the 
sycamore-fig tree, he went to his house, he ate 
with him and talked with him, and Zacchaeus 
became a believer.  Did you hear about the 
change in his life because of the change in his 
identity?  His attitude toward his possessions 
and things did a 180.  No longer was he a 
crooked tax collector greedy for more, but he 
gave half his possessions to the poor.  On the 
spot!  And he paid back four times the amount 
that he had ripped people off in the past.  No 
coercion.  No instructions.  No orders.  Just a 
changed attitude from the greatest Giver.  The 
greatest Giver, the Lord himself, made 
Zacchaeus into a giver.  His whole outlook and 
attitude had been changed. 

This transformation has happened to you 
and me as well.  “Giving Reveals our Identity.”  
What is our view of ourselves now?  Do we see 
ourselves as our own?  As people who control 
every aspect of our lives?  As the ones in 
charge?  No – We are God’s.  

And what about our view of things?  Or 
money?  Do we see money as the goal of life?  
Do we view our money and possessions as our 
own because we “worked hard ourselves to get 
them?”  Do we view things as the way to 
ultimately find the most pleasure we can for 
ourselves?  No, God’s made us different from 
that.  God has shown us the perspective of the 
things of this world compared to the things that 
are eternal.  The material things of the world 
are necessary “stuff” to live.  But they are just 
that – stuff.  And the great Giver has instilled in 
his believers a spirit of giving similar to himself.   

Why would we give toward the work of his 
kingdom?  Out of guilt?  Duty?  To “pay our 
dues?”  For show?  Not at all.  And don’t ask 
silly questions!  Why do you do what you do?  
Why do you support the work of God’s 
kingdom?  Why do you have a spirit that wants 
to give?  It’s who you are.  It’s your IDENTITY.  
It’s who God has made you.  It’s natural.  Joyful 



thanks is our deepest motivation as we simply 
be what God has made us. 

The birds in the trees.  The taxi drivers.  
Seattle Seahawks fans.  And you.  There’s no 
mystery here, except for the mystery of how 
God could love us all so much that he would be 
the ultimate Giver to accomplish our salvation.  
That’s a mystery that we long to know the 
answer to someday.  For it has changed our 
whole IDENTITY!  Amen. 
 
 
  
 
 
 


